
Applicants seeking admission to the AMA must have the 
following minimum requirements in order to enroll in the 
program:

A.  The applicant must be at least a five year member, and 
must continuously remain a member in good standing 
with the State Bar of Michigan during the application 
process.   

B.  The applicant must have at least five years experi-
ence in representing Michigan municipal entities in 
a significant capacity, including but not limited to 
attending and advising at public meetings, providing 
legal opinions to public bodies, representing munici-
palities in land use cases, personal injury cases, civil 
rights cases, labor matters, property taxation matters, 
municipal finance, election law or other administrative 
matters or prosecuting on behalf of  a municipality, 

or other areas, as approved by the AMA Committee. 
The applicant must also be a continuing member of 
MAMA or the Public Corporations Section of the State 
Bar of Michigan during the application process. 

C.  The applicant must submit at least two letters of 
recommendation that detail the applicant’s qualifica-
tions, as set forth above.  The letters of recommenda-
tion must be from persons that are not in the same 
office or firm as the applicant, who have knowledge of 
the applicant’s abilities and professional accomplish-
ments, or in the alternative, from elected or appointed 
municipal officials that have worked closely with the 
applicant and can attest to his or her qualifications for 
membership in the AMA. 

D.   Each applicant must pay a $100 non-refundable fee     
       at the time the application is submitted.      

MAMA recognizes that participation in the AMA involves both an educational component and a practice 
component to achieve the purposes of the program.  The educational component seeks to train and educate the 
applicant in not only the basic elements of municipal law, but also to encourage academic and scholarly excel-
lence in municipal law.  The practice component seeks to recognize the implementation of the academic com-
ponent by applying the academic program to effective and competent legal practice.  In addition, membership 
in the AMA seeks to encourage opportunities for dialogue, friendship, and fellowship with social opportunities 
to promote the Academy.  

What is the AMA?
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ACADEMY OF MUNICIPAL ATTORNEYSAMA

1.   Acting as a presenter or moderator in at least two (2) 
seminars or webinars of MAMA, PCLS, IMLA or 
MML, or another seminar approved of in advance by 
the AMA Committee.

2.  Writing and publishing two scholarly articles of mu-
nicipal interest in recognized municipal or legal pub-
lications, including but not limited to MAMA Legal 
Briefs, SBM Journal, SBM Section publications, ABA 

Journal, County Bar Journal, or any other publication 
approved of in advance by the AMA Committee.

3.  Presenting a municipal topic or moderating at one 
MAMA, PCLS, IMLA or MML seminar or workshop 
and writing a publishing one scholarly article in a 
recognized municipal or legal publication, as set forth 
above.

Scholarly Achievement

In addition to the educational requirements, an applicant must also show evidence of scholarly achievement by complet-
ing one of the following within the four year completion period:



Upon application and acceptance into the AMA program, 
an applicant must complete three of the following six 
educational requirements within four years after the date of 
the application, unless a one year extension is approved by 
the AMA Committee: 

Required
A. The Municipal Law and Practice Institute  

by MAMA  

B. The Annual Advanced Institute by MAMA 

C. The Public Corporation’s Annual Winter Seminar 

D. The Annual Joint MAMA/PCLS Summer Seminar

E. The MAMA Fall Educational Conference  
(pre-MML conference)

F. The MAMA Local Government Academy  
(previously ABC’s of Local Gov’t.)    

Although the applicant can take the same course (A-F) 
more than one time over the three year period, no more 
than two of any of the above courses (A-F) shall count 
towards the required educational component. 

Electives
In addition to the above educational requirements, the 
applicant must also complete during the same four year 
period at least 25 additional hours of instruction in munici-
pal law and receive CLE credit or certification, based on 
one CLE per hour of instruction.  The elective educational 
component must cover one of the following areas: trial 
practice and procedure, contract drafting, real property and 
zoning, governmental immunity, labor law, condemnation, 
ordinance enforcement, insurance, personnel, taxation, 

municipal finance, election law, constitutional law, bank-
ruptcy, environment, accounting, budgeting, municipal 
investing, economic development or other municipal law 
related course offerings, including:   

1. Additional Required Courses (above) or other MAMA 
or PCLS courses 

2. IMLA (International Municipal Lawyers Association) 
Annual Conference 

3. The IMLA Annual Mid-Year Seminar 

4. ICLE courses in any area of municipal law, as set forth 
above 

5. Michigan State Police Training Council courses for 
municipal prosecution 

6. Prosecutors Association of Michigan courses for mu-
nicipal prosecution 

7. Other IMLA Courses or Webinars

8. Courses or webinars presented by the ABA Section of 
State and Local Law

9. Other courses approved of in advance by the AMA 
Committee

Commencing March, 2015, an applicant shall be granted 
retroactive credit (1:1) for each course taken since the 
beginning of MAMA record keeping (1993.) 

The AMA Committee will formally recognize the gradu-
ates annually with membership in the AMA.  The designa-
tion of AMA graduate is effective for five years, as long as 
the graduate continues to satisfy all conditions of eligibili-
ty.  During this five year period, the applicant can continue 
to submit verification of any continuing education in mu-
nicipal law to MML, since verification of attendance must 
be submitted within 90 days of the course offering. After 
a period of five years, each AMA graduate can submit a 

renewal application, where the applicant demonstrates 
that the graduate still meets all eligibility requirements for 
AMA membership, as set forth in Section II. This includes 
remaining in good standing with the State Bar of Michigan  
In addition, each renewal applicant must demonstrate that 
he or she has completed at least 35 hours of continuing 
education since the time of graduation from the AMA, as 
set forth in Paragraph IV under either the Required Cours-
es or the Elective Courses.

Education Requirements

Program Completion



On this day, personally appeared before me ___________________________________________________,  
to me known to be the person(s) described in and who executed the within and foregoing instrument, and ac-
knowledged that he/she signed the same as his/her voluntary act and deed, for the uses and purposes therein 
mentioned.

Witness my hand and official seal hereto affixed this ______ day of ____________, _______.

____________________________________________  My commission expires _______________.
Notary Public in and for the State of Michigan.

Michigan Association of Municipal Attorneys 
Academy of Municipal Attorneys (AMA)

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________   

Municipality/Firm:  ____________________________________________________________________________   

Mailing Address:  ________________________________ City/State/Zip:  _______________________________   

Telephone Number:  ______________________________ Email Address:  _______________________________

State Bar #: ______________________ _______________ Admission Date:  ______________________________

MAMA Membership Start Date: _______________ or PCLS Membership Start Date: _______________________

Mail this application to:  Michigan Association of Municipal Attorneys 
    Attn: AMA Committee
    1675 Green Road 
    Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Include:

* Completed application

* $100.00 application fee made payable to MAMA

* A copy of your resumé

* Documentation of five years experience in representing Michigan municipalites in significant capacity.

* Two letters of recommendation from persons outside of your municipality or firm.

I hereby apply for participation in the Academy of Municipal Attorneys in accordance with the Academy of  
Municipal Attorneys program, which was approved on March 18, 2015.

I hereby attest that the contents of this application and supporting materials are complete and accurate.  Further, I 
understand that the AMA Committee of MAMA has the sole authority to review this application and supporting 
materials, make follow-up inquiries, determine what qualifies for credit toward AMA membership, and ultimately 
determine membership. 

Signature:  ______________________________________ Date:  _______________________________________

Application For Enrollment


